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About Me

15 YR Resident of Georgia

US Marine

Intelligence: Desert Storm, DIA, Mogadishu

Former FBI Special Agent

Public Corruption 

17 Years business executive

Own and operate 2 successful businesses based in Georgia

Financially independent 



Why I Investigated Further

1. I was in disbelief of what had been reported by the 

media.  (AJC/WSB: February 13, 2019)

2. I wanted to see the actual documents for myself.

3. I felt the people of Georgia deserved to have a 

conversation about this that was driven by the facts, 

not by the media or a narrative constructed by those 

whose actions were being questioned.



Ralston Statements: February 25, 2019

“But an examination of all the facts causes me to REJECT in the 

strongest possible way, any accusation or insinuation that I have 

abused or misused my position. But I come back to perception 

becoming a reality.”

“Not all the continuances were requested by me.”  

“Not one time in all my legal career, particularly during the period 

beginning in 2010 has a judge or a prosecutor in the circuits which I 

practice questioned my need for legislative leave.”  

“As a lawyer I have zero control over a court calendar.” 



Why we must Question Authority

“It is the first responsibility of 

every citizen to question 

authority.” – Benjamin Franklin







DUI – Delayed 8 times.  Case period:  6/7/11 – 3/11/15
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What I did.  What I found.

Simple: 

1) Traveled to 8 Georgia courthouses

2) copied publicly available documents from Ralston’s 

case files

3) recorded and analyzed the data.



Findings
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279 Cases:  137 (49.1%) Civil, 142 (50.9%) Criminal

1,091 Legislative Continuances by Speaker Ralston
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analysis
& observations: 2006 – 2018 

• ~523 Out Of Session since becoming speaker

+128%

+76%

SPKR
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analysis
& observations:

April 5, 2012 WSBTV ‘Speaker responds to criticism in deadly crash case’

April 9, 2012 WSBTV ‘More cases delayed by House Speaker's legislative leave’

May 7, 2013 WSBTV ‘House speaker uses law to delay vehicular homicide 

case, again’

Aug 19, 2013 WSBTV ‘Family: No justice after delayed sentencing in fatal crash’

Aug 29, 2013 Gilmer Times ‘News Coverage Affects Death Case Perception’

2014 Challenged in primary, campaign ad from May 2014 details 

alleged abuse of legislative leave to delay Amanda Moesher’s

case.



Tracking legislative leave (2009-2018)

page

016



Findings
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722 Out-of-session days of continuances: 2010-2018
-2018: 87 days to tend to case-load, and only 3 intact weeks

+308%

+76%



Legislative Leave Requests: Session Adjourned
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• 2015 Session Adjourned April 2

• 3-week period ended April 23

• Indicates anticipating in being in either the session or 

the 3-week period on May 4, 2015 



Legislative Leave: Contradictions
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• July 31, 2013

• Legislative Leave Continuance – Cherokee Cty

• Requests continuance for “the week of August 

19, 2013”



Legislative Leave: Contradictions
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• August 19, 2013

• Plea Agreement – Gilmer County

• Ralston is present on August 19, 2013



Legislative Leave: Contradictions
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• July 31, 2013

• Legislative Leave Continuance – Cherokee Cty

• Requests continuance for “the week of August 

19, 2013”



Findings: Extended Periods of Legislative Leave
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• November 22, 2016

• Notice of Leave Allowance

• Requests leave for November 21, 2016 –

March 31, 2017 (131 days)



Findings: Ralston’s February 22, 2019 Statements
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“Not all the continuances were requested by me.”

TRUE: But…..at least 1,091 were.  Perhaps 5-10 X opposing counsel.  



Findings: Ralston’s February 22, 2019 Statements
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“As a lawyer I have zero control over a court calendar.”

1,091 examples suggests otherwise.



Findings: Ralston’s February 22, 2019 Statements
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“Not one time in all my legal career, particularly during the 

period beginning 2010 has a judge or a prosecutor in the 

circuits which I practice questioned my need for legislative 

leave.”



Findings: October 7, 2015 CONTEMPT OF COURT
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“Not one time in all my legal career, particularly during the 

period beginning 2010 has a judge or a presecutor in the 

circuits which I practice questioned my need for legislative 

leave.”



Findings: October 7, 2015 CONTEMPT OF COURT
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August 20th, 2015 Motion for Contempt



Findings: Opposing Counsel Pushes Back!
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January 19th, 2011 Objection to Co-Counsel – David Ralston

Attorney R. Ridgely Rairigh, Jr 



Findings: Opposing Counsel Pushes Back!

page

029

June 21, 2011 Letter to Judge Brenda Weaver

Attorney Simon Bloom 



Findings: Opposing Counsel Pushes Back
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October 14, 2011 Motion for Clarification

Attorney Susan Howick



Findings: Opposing Counsel Pushes Back
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November 27, 2017 letter to Judge Priest (Fannin)

Attorney Tania Trumble

“DESPITE THE LEGISLATURE NOT BEING IN SESSION MR. RALSTON HAS ONCE 

AGAIN CLAIMED LEGISLATIVE LEAVE.   WHILE I APPRECIATE MR. RALSTON’S 

SERVICE, IT APPEARS THAT MR. RALSTON CANNOT BALANCE HIS LEGISLATIVE 

DUTIES AND HIS REPRESENTATION OF HIS CLIENTS.  MY CLIENT WAS NAMED AS 

A DEFENDANT AND HAS BEEN UNABLE TO DEFEND THIS MATTER DUE TO MR.

RALSTON’S COMPETE FAILURE TO PROSECUTE THIS CASE.” 

“THIS CONTINUED DELAY IS PATENTLY UNFAIR TO MY CLIENTS…”



Findings: Prosecution Dismissing Charges due to Time
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March 23, 2015 Motion to Nolle Prosequi

Asst. DA Frank Wood

“THE CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT OF DUE PROCESS, ESPECIALLY THAT OF 

THE RIGHT TO A SPEEDY TRIAL, REQUIRES THAT ALL CASES BROUGHT 

BY THE STATE BE RESOLVED IN A TIMELY FASHION.  THIS RIGHT IS 

HEIGHTENED WHEN THE CRIME CHARGED IS A MISDEMEANOR.  DELAYS 

IN EXCESS OF TWENTY-SEVEN (27) MONTHS HAVE BEEN FOUND TO BE 

PREJUDICIAL AGAINST A DEFENDANT’S RIGHT TO A SPEEDY TRIAL.  

STATE V. YATES, 223 GA. APP. 402 (1996).  DUE TO THE AGE OF THE 

PRESENT CASE, THE CONSTITUTION DEMANDS THAT THIS CASE BE 

DISMISSED.” – Frank Wood, Asst. District Attorney



Findings: Prosecution Dismissing Charges due to Time
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March 4, 2015 Motion to Nolle Prosequi (x5)

Asst. DA Frank Wood



State v. Key

Aggravated Child Molestation;

Enticing a Child for sexual purposes;

Transmitting Sexually Explicit 

Material to a Child under 16

Age of Case:  9.8 Years

Total Continuances:  44
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May 16, 2019



July 18, 2019



April 5, 2019



Conclusion
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Thank You


